DICKEY COUNTY 


Hannah Seefeld Received 
Superior Actor Award 


The 2020 NDHSAA State Class B One- 
Act Play Contest was held November 25th 
and 26th in Jamestown. 

Superior Actor Awards were pre- 
sented November 25th at University of 
Jamestown to Hannah Seefeld of Ellendale 
High School received one of the Superior 
Actor Awards. 

Schools qualified for State from one of 
10 regions statewide with contests held 
in early to mid November. Participating 
were: Bowbells/Burke Central, Drake- 
Anamoose, Edgeley, Ellendale, Enderlin, 
Griggs County Central, Hatton/ 
Northwood, Hazen, Maple Valley, 
Milnor, Mohall-Lansford-Sherwood, New 
England, New Town, North Sargent, Park 
River, Richardton-Taylor, Rugby, and 
Shiloh Christian. 





Dahltin Pahl (center), 


athletics in Ellendale. 


Forbes Native Finds His 


By Ken Smith 

“T grew up wanting to be a bull rider. Eight 
Seconds—the story about Lane Frost—that 
was my go-to movie. I wore out several cop- 
ies of that movie.” 

Gus Kronberg is now 22, and he’s all 
grown up, in more ways than one. His cow- 
boy hat stands out in rodeo arenas, since he’s 
6’ 8” in height. But in the ring, there’s one 
hat that’s higher, because Gus didn’t end up 
being a bull rider. Instead, he became what 
is known in the rodeo world as a bullfighter. 
“It’s definitely weird telling someone ‘I fight 
bulls,” he admits. “They’ll give me kind of a 
crazy look now and then.” 

No, Gus is not one of the guys in tight fit- 
ting pants who goes into an arena to confront 
a bull with a red cape. He’s more like a safety 
manager for the bull rider. He lurks on the 
sidelines, eyes and ears wide open, always 
ready for action. “Bullfighters are like the 
‘secret service’ of the rodeo” he says. “When 
things go smooth, you’ll never really see us.” 
But the instant a rider is bucked off, they are there to assist. 
They distract the bull and move it away from the downed 
cowboy. They often help him off the ground and back to 
safety. Occasionally they even step into help him free his 
hand from the braided cord he uses for gripping his mount. 
The job requires a near instinctual ability to anticipate when 
a rider is in trouble, and to predict a bull’s likely movements. 
So while things are never really “smooth” for the contestant, 
riders and rodeo managers rely on quick, experienced bull- 
fighters like Gus to make things as safe as they possibly can 
be. 

When Gus spoke with the Leader, he was attending to cat- 
tle at Hart Simmentals, a ranch southeast of Frederick where 
he works from late fall through early spring. When the rodeo 
season begins, he often spends as much time on the road as 
at home. One might say that the rodeo arena is actually his 
second home. Growing up in Forbes, he learned early to love 
farm and ranch life. Looking after horses and livestock was 
in his blood. “My dad was a horse trainer,” he explained, who 
“broke horses since he was old enough to climb up on one.” 
As a boy, Gus imitated this, practicing on sheep and steers, 
and occasionally displaying his riding talents at local events. 
A member of the Prairie Rose 4-H Club, he participated fully 
in the Dickey County Fair. “It’s one of the places that’s near 





Calling 1 in Rodeo 


and dear to my heart,” he said. As a student at Ellendale High 
School, Gus played football for a few years. Then he shifted 
to hockey, serving as goalie for the Aberdeen Cougars. He 
thought often of a career in athletics, but couldn’t see himself 
being happy in a life away from ranch work. 

After graduation, Gus moved to Belle Fourche, SD, a little 
town at the foot of the Black Hills that 1s well known for its 
cattle culture. “That’s kind of where it started, being a bull- 
fighter,” he said. “I reached out to a mutual friend, just some- 
one I kind of knew who was in the bull fighting scene, and 
he’s the one that actually got me started fighting bulls, doing 
the cowboy protection.” Not long after, it dawned on him that 
he decided that working in the bull ring would be the perfect 
way to combine the parts of life he loves the most. There are, 
he says, maybe 1,000 to 1,500 bullfighters in the country, 
but only perhaps 100 to 200 who have made a professional 
career out of it. Gus’s goal is to be among that select group. 
And he’s making rapid progress. With four years’ experience, 
and with rapidly accumulating formal and informal training, 
he is rising quickly in the ranks. He expects within the next 
year to receive full certification in the PBR (Professional 
Bull Riders) and the PRCA (Professional Rodeo Cowboys 
Association). 

Photo Courtesy of Tom Plooster Sports Photography 

Continued on page 3 


AgCountry Farm Credit Services presented a 
$600 check to JoDel Henningsen (left) and Troy 
Goehring (right) at the girls basketball home 
opener. AgCountry is a full service institu- 
tion that specializes in agriculture. AgCountry 
offers Farm Loans, Farm Accounting Services, 
Crop and Hail Insurance, Tax Services, as well 
as Succession and Retirement Planning for 
local farmers. The Ellendale Quarterback Club 
is a group of parents, coaches, and fans work- 
ing together to promote a spirit of sportsman- 
ship and enthusiasm. The Club was established 
for the purpose of promoting, supporting, and 
improving athletics at Ellendale Public School. 
The club hosts the annual Athletic Banquet, 
QB Track Meet, as well as provides camp 
scholarships for individuals and teams. They 
also take submissions from coaches to improve 
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AgCountry Farm Credit Services fiais $600 to 


the Ellendale Quarterback Club 


Loan Officer at 





Evergreen Pie £ Pastry Auction 


By Ken Smith 

“There’s a lot of owner- 
ship in our facility,” remarked 
Tony Hanson, administrator at 
Evergreen Place. “We had a 
number of staff that were also 
bidding on these pies. Not only 
did they donate things, but they 
bid on some of the items that they 
donated.” 

The bidding came fast and furi- 
ous on December 8 as auctioneers 


Tim Smith and Ryan Buntrock of a F 


Smith Auctions (Monango) start- 
ed off each item with real spirit, 
and quickly parlayed bids upward 
in increments of five, ten, twen- 
ty dollars, and in a few cases, 
even higher. Several kuchens 
fetched more than a hundred dol- 
lars. Assortments of fancy rolls 
brought even more. Strawberry, 
pumpkin, apple, pecan pies and 
other attractive homemade deli- 
cacies provided plenty of color 
and variety. One raisin cream pie 
brought $225.00. The last item, a 
lemon meringue pie with a gra- 
ham cracker crust, was offered in 
memory of the late Loren Paul. 
A loud round of applause filled 
the Evergreen living room after the 
simple pie brought $480.00, 

The generosity of the bidders 
apparently even exceeded their love 
for good pie and pastries. Tony 
mentioned that bazaars (sometimes 
with auctions) are a long tradition at 
Prince of Peace and Evergreen. A 
young boy at the first of these events, 
he recalled, looked at his mother in 
amazement. “Mom,” said the boy, 
“you paid FIFTY DOLLARS for a 
pie?” Of course, it has never really 
been about the pie itself, but about 
generosity and enthusiasm. The 
festive atmosphere and good will 
that filled the room, combined with 
the skill of the auctioneers, 1s what 
made it happen. And, of course, the 


delicacies, many of which were pre- 
pared by the residents themselves. 

Evergreen manager Alicia Glynn, 
who organized the event, was 
pleased with the outcome. Alicia 
sends her appreciation as follows: 
“Evergreen Place and Assisted 
Living would like to thank all who 
came out in the cold weather to 
participate in the annual pie auc- 
tion. While it was cold outside, your 
warmth and generosity brought a 
heartfelt glow to the room. The sup- 
port means so much to our residents 
and staff and will go a long way in 
bringing our ‘Bring Light and Life’ 
project to a reality.” 

The following individuals and 
businesses need to be recognized in 


raising over $6400: 

Merkel Mowers, DKK 
Guardianship Services, Ellendale 
Pharmacy, True Value, AKA 
Electric, Glynn Law Firm, 
Blumhardt Chevrolet, Smith 


Stirs Drama, Generosity 





Auction Service, Emma Klipfel, 
Allan and Pat Glynn, Jennifer 
Glynn, Allan and Kim Miller; Tony 
and Leslie Hanson; Mark and Wanda 
Sheppard; Della Ulmer; Virginia 
Miller; Rick and Mary Ulmer; Mike 
and Margie Janke; Jodi Bruns; Rick 
and Vicki Hack; Taylar and Brittany 
Hack. Elaine Paul, and Kyle and 
Cyndal Glynn. 

The ‘light and Life’ project to 
which Alicia refers will line the 
front of the Evergreen living area 
with windows and also remove an 
interior wall, bringing in light and 
a good view to residents and staff. 
Tony announced that so far, about 
half the amount needed for the 
$65,000 project has been raised. 

More explanation of the project, 
along with details on how to con- 
tribute, can be found at www.bit.ly/ 
evergreenwindows. 

(photos by Ken Smith) 


Chief Brad Knutson Presented CounterAct Program to 5th Graders 


TEACHER TAKES a 
OPENS Lr TOUCHES A 











Ellendale Police Chief Brad Knutson is pictured with the Ellendale 5th grade class following the completion of the CounterAct Class. The students had just received their certificates for completing the week long class. Chief Knutson 
spent approximately an hour each day at the school with the students. CounterACT (alcohol, chemicals and trouble) is designed for schools, families and police departments working together to teach students to learn the skills that will help 
them make positive behavior choices and resist pressure to get involved with alcohol, drugs and violence. At the end of the week all the 5th grade students received their certificates and gathered for a group photo. Chief Knutson (far right) 
is pictured above with the class, Pictured above (left) Chief Knutson addressing the class and (right) the entire class with Chief Knutson with their diplomas 


(Photos by Ken Smith and Police Officer Lucas VanZee) 


Dickey County Leader 


Dinger Joins NDSU Extension 
in Dickey County 


Danielle Dinger has joined 
North Dakota State University 
Extension as the family and com- 
munity wellness and 4-H youth 
development agent in Dickey 
County. 

She started December 2 and 
works out of the Extension office 
in Ellendale, N.D. 

Dinger’s main responsibilities 
are to teach, deliver and evaluate 
programs in nutrition, health and 
wellness, human development, 
family science, personal and fam- 
ily finance, and 4-H youth devel- 
opment. 

“I am very excited to provide 
science-based education to the 
residents of Dickey County,” 
Dinger says. “I look forward to 
working in the Ellendale and 
Oakes (N.D.) schools, as well as 





in the surrounding communities. 
I have been an Oakes resident for 
14 years and am thrilled to con- 
nect with the citizens of Dickey 


County.” 
Prior to joining NDSU 
Extension, she was a Stay-at- 


home parent and substitute teach- 
er for Oakes Public Schools. She 


actively volunteers in her com- 
munity and created an outdoor 
education program called “Nuts 
About Nature” that runs during 
the summer in Oakes. She also 
has worked with North Dakota 
Parks and Recreation; South 
Dakota Game, Fish and Parks; 
the National Park Service; and 
two aquaculture associations in 
Alaska. 

Dinger has a_ bachelor’s 
degree in Wildlife and Fisheries 
Sciences from South Dakota 
State University. 

“Danielle’s local knowl- 
edge and experience will allow 
her to immediately make an 
impact in the communities of 
Dickey County,” says Crystal 
Schaunaman, NDSU Extension’s 
interim central district director. 


Ellendale Library Book Club 
Seeks New Members 


The Ellendale Public Library 
sponsors a book club. It meets the 
second Tuesday of each month at 
2 p.m. in the meeting room of the 
library. The books are borrowed, 
free of charge for each member, 


from the State Library, so there 
is no need for you to purchase 
books. 

The book for January 14th is 
Selma by Lela Selma Peterson. It 
is a book about a Swedish fam- 


Frosty Clues 


9. My parents can teach 
you things 


10. I have two grown chil- 


dren 


11. I have an AS degree in 


business from NSU 


12. I can help you with your 


plumbing, electricity and 


checkbook 


Cast your vote at one of the 3 financial 
institutions: Choice Financial, Dakota Plains 
Credit Union & Starion Bank 


ONLINE AUCTION 


156+ Acres ° Dickey County, North Dakota 


Online bidding starts Wednesday, January 13, 2020 at 12:00 PM 


Bidding closes Saturday, January 15, 2020 at 12:00 PM 


High quality soils e Easy access ° Location to grain markets 


For property details, please contact: 


Farmers 
BG National 


c GA Company. 


Scott Huether, Agent 
Lisbon, North Dakota 
Phone: (701) 793-6789 
SHuether@FarmersNational.com 
www.FarmersNational.com/ScottHuether 


Real Estate Sales ° Auctions ° Farm and Ranch Management ° Appraisal ° Insurance 
Consultation ° Oil and Gas Management ° Forest Resource Management 
National Hunting Leases ° Lake Management ° FNC Ag Stock 


DO BUCKLE 
DON'T BOOZE 


OR TICHET. 


BOOZE I 
& LOSE IT. 


WINTER 
Ellendale Landfill 
December 1 - March 31 


ily settling in North Dakota, so 
it should be of interest to anyone 
whose family were pioneers. 

If you wish to join, stop in at 
the library and pick up a copy of 
the book. 


our 
troops 


Everywhere 


No 


Garbage 
Pickup in 
Ellendale 


Wednesday, 
December 25 


Garbage will be 
picked up 
Thursday, 
December 26 
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Forbes Native...Gus Kronberg 


“I worked probably 45 rodeos 
this year,” said Gus, who finished 
up the 2019 season on November 
22-23 at an event called “Duel 
in the Dirt” at the Jamestown 
Civic Center. “It was long and 
hard fought,” he added. “Lots of 
miles, bumps and bruises, good 
times and bad. But I’d do it all 
over again in a heartbeat.” For 
Gus, the bullfighting season starts 
in April. From then until August, 
he’s usually on the road three to 
four days a week, traveling to 
different events. “That works out 
really good for the guys I work 
for,’ he says. “In the early spring 
we’re busy calving, taking care of 
the babies. Once that wraps up, I'll 
jump into my rodeo season. And 
then Ill be back for the harvest.” 

What could persuade a person 
to follow this line of work? When 
asked about danger, Gus is entire- 
ly up front and transparent. “It is 
a very dangerous sport,” he says, 
“and sometimes it does result in 
injury.” Paradoxically, though, “if 
you’re worried about the danger, 
there’s a good chance you will get 
hurt. It’s something you have to 
train your mind to ignore.” 

The danger is an essential part 
of the sport’s dynamism. “It’s a 
thrill for us, honestly,’ Gus says, 
referring to those moments when 
he and his fellow bullfighters have 
to intervene to ward off a hazard- 
ous situation. That thrill is an 
essential part of the occupation. 
But of course one cannot live 
on thrills alone. The camaraderie 
of the sport is where Gus really 
thrives. The goal, he Says, “i 
always to “help the rider to win 
and succeed” Rodeo is special in 
that regard, he says, “because the 
guys you are competing against 
are also the first ones to help you 
out, and to try and make you bet- 
ter. I think that’s what’s so cool 
about the sport of rodeo in gen- 
eral, is just the camaraderie and 
family type relationships.” 

When asked further about the 
ethos of rodeo, and the cultur- 
al milieu that includes country 
music, western clothing, a vocab- 
ulary, mannerisms and various 
customs that make it what it is, 
Gus says that in the final analysis, 
it’s about a calling from God. “I 
believe I was called upon by my 
Lord and Savior to go and do 


this kind of service.” That service 
might best be described as a thor- 
ough mix of friends and faith and 
hard work. Like his fellow bull- 
fighters, Gus is devoted to fitness. 
He considers himself a genuine 
athlete. He works out regularly in 
the weight room at the Frederick 
public school, and keeps flexible 
using yoga routines. 

One of the outgrowths of his call- 
ing is “Hooked Up Enterprises,” a 
partnership that offers specialized 
clothing for rodeo workers and 
enthusiasts. One of the co-found- 
ers of Hooked Up, Gus serves as 
its chief operating officer, over- 
seeing its social media and coming 
up with new product ideas and 
marketing strategies. The over- 
riding goal of the company, aside 
from helping pay the bills, is to 
promote professionalism and con- 
stant improvement in the rodeo 
experience for both spectators and 
participants. Gus’s inspirational 
blog provides windows into the 
philosophy he shares with his fel- 
low rodeo enthusiasts. These blog 
posts can be read at www.bit.ly/ 
hookedupent. 

The more Gus talks about what 
he does, the more one senses how 
important rodeo is to him and 
to its fans around the country. 
Though it is already an immense 
sport, he thinks it has the potential 
to reach an even wider audience. 

“One thing I’d love to tell peo- 
ple that maybe don’t know much 
about it,’ he says, is that “the 
guys that are doing it may never 
get rich. But it is a real sport, 
with real athletes competing in 
it.’ His respect for rodeo per- 


we the Gi 
hat lasts al lear 


During the month of December 


lon tmiss this special offer.. 





Mail your check or money order today. 





(Continued from page 1) 





formers and fans extends also to 
the animals involved. When asked 
whether the animal rights move- 


ment has affected rodeos, Gus 
takes a broad-minded perspective. 
“They definitely have their place,” 
he says of those outspoken in 
their concern for the well-being of 
rodeo animals. In fact, he places 
himself in that category as well, 
admiring the athleticism and the 
“God-given talent those bucking 
bulls have.” Proper handling of 
rodeo animals, he believes, rec- 
ognizes their dignity and doesn’t 
harm their health. 

The bottom line for Gus is the 
drama of these events. “Rodeos 
have always been shows, good 
entertainment for people. They are 
some of the best family events and 
entertainment you could take your 
kids to. I would highly suggest, if 
someone’s never been to a rodeo, 
check it out.” And for young peo- 
ple already familiar with rodeos, 
Gus encourages them to consider 
it in terms of a career. “There’s so 
many avenues 1f a kid wants to be 
a part of rodeo. There’s so many 
schools, so much information, if 
it’s something a kid wants to do." 

"Compared to maybe a major 
league baseball player—the guys 
that I look up to, the guys that have 
been selected to fight the National 
Finals Rodeo year after year— you 
know you can reach out to those 
guys on social media, and they’ll 
take the time out of their day to 
talk to you. And I think that’s 
something you won’t really find 
in other professional sports. It’s 
incredible, really unique in this 
aspect.” 





Special December 
Prices 


$31.00 - In-County 
$35.00 - In-state 
$39.00 - Out-State 
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